EXAMINATIONS	167
against the external examination at its worst. He pictures the
examiner as bent upon ascertaining the amount of information,
the quantity of crude fact, with which the teacher has managed
to cram the candidate, and he proposes, by means of specially
prepared tests of intelligence, to replace or to supplement the
ordinary examination test. He claims that by such means he
can tell how much of the candidate's success is due to good
opportunities, and how much to good brains. Thousands of
intelligence tests have been devised. They are used sparingly
in England, and freely in America. They may be classified as
individual tests, applied only to one child, and therefore
requiring much time, and group tests, which can be applied to a
large number simultaneously* and therefore expeditiously.
They may also be classified according as they do or do not
involve the use of language, the latter being useful in testing
the intelligence of the feeble-minded, and of small children
who cannot read or write.1 By means of the tests, a measure of
a person's intelligence—his intelligence quotient, or briefly his
LQ.—is obtained. This measure is the ratio of the mental to
the chronological age. If a child of ten can only do tests which
are normally done by children of eight, his LQ. is to, or, more
conveniently expressed, 80. If he can do tests which are
normally hard enough for children of 12, his LQ. is ii, or,
more conveniently expressed, 120. What precisely the LQ.
does measure, and how far it can safely be taken as an accurate
indication of intelligence, are questions upon which the doctors
differ. One hears stories of undoubtedly able people coming
out of these tests only moderately well, and one is disposed to
draw comfort from the suggestion that a principle of compensa-
tion may be at work, so that a moderate degree of that which
the tests measure is atoned for by a higher degree of some other
mental attributes connected with temperament and character,
1 For examples of the great variety of tests that have been devised,
the reader is referred to the special handbooks An example of tests
involving language is—dog: puppy.: cat:	.An example of a
test not involving language is a puzzle ot 'he jig-saw kind.

